“Saskia Sassen @SaskiaSassen
Re> TED prize: the city. Here a great project community originated, made,
maintained, aims at global network of such http://www.globalcitynetwork.org

”

Cidades pela Retoma
presentation at the ‘crisis regimes and emerging social movements’ workshop, Athens, 7-10 febr. 2013

HOW CAN CITIES AND THEIR COMMUNITIES
DEAL WITH TIMES OF CRISIS AND TRANSITION?

1. Cidades pela Retoma emerged from the recognition that civil society will be
able to organize itself at local scales to reflect about its collective future, when
confronted with changing paradigms and the emergency of a financial,
economic and social crisis with deep impacts on people’s lives.
2. It also acknowledges that, despite the incipient, fragile and ephemeral
nature of many urban civic movements, their resilience and consistency justify
greater attention, proximity and engagement from research and policy.
3. Finally, it thrives on the potential of our cities to promote new forms of
economic, social and spatial development, accepting that this demands the
mobilisation and alignment of available energies (civic, productive,
knowledge, social and economic actors) as well as the definition of new
collective arenas (real and virtual) of encounter, reflection and action.

What are our arguments?

1.
The local scale of interventions and the growing autonomy of urban
actors suggest that the common ground of civic action is not always
ideological or corporative, but material- the city, neighbourhood or
street are often the spatially consistent focus of collective concerns.

2.
The proliferation and differentiation of increasingly individualised points
of view and practical actions in urban contexts shows the need to filter,
organise and support them technically and culturally.

Cidades pela Retoma
(cities for recovery)
A collective platform dedicated to discuss the role of cities and their
communities in times of economic and social transition. Its mission is to
observe and disseminate urban practices and knowledge, and to build
bridges between active social movements. The group aims to improve
participation in cities and reflect about the future of citizenship.

Role

1. LOUDSPEAKER
A tool to facilitate greater
exchange and cooperation
between social movements
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Global City 2.0
Network

Cities Civic
Think Tank

www.globalcitynetwork.org

citiescivicthinktank.blogs.sapo.pt

Global map and discussion
forum of urban civic groups

Repository of technical and
scientific knowledge about cities

low-cost & high value
Urban Initiatives

Local Agenda for
Recovery

ruadasideias.blogs.sapo.pt

agendalocalretoma.blogs.sapo.pt

Survey of effective and valuable
community projects (publication)

Mobilisation / discussion of projects
with visible effects in local economy

Timeline

2. BRIDGE
A platform of observation and
dissemination of collective
practices and knowledge

Timeline

1.
Global City 2.0 is an attempt to map and connect urban civic groups worldwide in order to create a global
platform for interaction, learning and exchange. The project website was developed pro-bono by Ponto C, from
Aveiro, under the European Year for Volunteering 2011 initiative. The Global City 2.0 network is now online and
in the process of collecting information and mobilising support from groups and institutions around the world.

Global City 2.0
presentation with Saskia
Sassen, Lisbon, April 2011

2.
Low-cost & High-value Urban Initiatives is a project that documents efforts by local communities and social
and economic actors in the search for creative solutions to develop local economies. The publication intends to
identify low-cost and high-value community-led initiatives that address concrete problems and develop local
potentials in relevant fields. The actions should be locally based, quick to implement and directed to the public.

• Project
• People
• Story
• Timeline
• Maps

what?
who?
why?
when?
where?

The Complete UrbanBuzz - UCL, 2009

Compendium for the civic economy: what the Big Society should learn from 25 trailblazers
00:/, NESTA & Design Council CABE, 2011

Global City 2.0 | Low-cost & High-value Urban Initiatives
“Develop an alternative medium to support and catalyse global
interdependencies and collaborations beyond the bureaucratic and
exclusivist pipelines of markets, corporations or public authorities.”

Cidades pela Retoma

Cidades pela Retoma is neither a social movement with direct intervention in
particular causes nor a merely academic effort towards generic discussions.
It is a builder of bridges between other movements and a loudspeaker for other
people’s practices – its aim is to support and enable both
“… to search within the present for alternative futures. There are two major paths to
such an end. We may examine the plethora of oppositional movements to neoliberalism and seek to distil from them the essence of a broad-based oppositional
program. Or we can resort to theoretical and practical analysis of our existing condition
to define alternatives. […] The task is to initiate dialogue between those taking both
paths and thereby deepen collective understandings of possibilities…” Harvey, 2004

Questions & Constraints
1. Internal Issues
- Structure: from informal platform to established association?
- Sources of Funding: where, when, what for?

- Daily Life: how to keep an informal group of people spread all over the country
with other priorities on their hands working steadily towards a common project?

2. Who are our “neo-liberal” targets, enemies, partners?
- Mobilisation efforts happen more against burocratic, autistic and ineffective
public authorities than truly corporate-style neo-liberal forces

Rather abandon and forbid access to
spaces than tolerate self-management
and occupation for social purposes

Rather oppose the clear majority of the
population and spend available funds on
questionable projects to “leave a legacy”

Questions & Constraints
3. Cidades pela Retoma: also a product of neo-liberalism?
Harvey, 2004:
“The neo-liberal state emphasizes the importance of personal and individual
freedom, liberty and responsibility […] It should not be surprising that the primary
collective means of action under neo-liberalism are then defined and articulated
through non-elected (and in many instances elite-led) advocacy groups for
various kinds of rights. NGOs have grown and proliferated under neo-liberalism,
giving rise to the illusion that opposition mobilized outside of the state apparatus
and within some separate entity called “civil society” is the powerhouse of
oppositional politics and social transformation.”
[…]
“The NGOs have in many instances stepped into the vacuum in social provision
left by the withdrawal of the state from such activities. […] In some cases, this
seems to have helped accelerate further state withdrawal from social provision.
NGOs thereby function as ‘trojan horses for global neo-liberalism’.”

